Student Learning Context Profile







Nichole C. Tosto
 













10-20-2007
Student and Classroom characteristics:

· My class is made up of 23 eight and nine year old third graders.  
· There are 11 boys and 12 girls which are very close to the school break down of 51% boy and 49% girls.  
· It is comprised of 2 African American students, 4 Asian students, 2 Hispanic students and the remaining 15 are Caucasian.
· This cultural diversity has been an asset for understanding social studies, cultural studies and current world events as well as a visible example of cooperation, tolerance and acceptance for cultural diversity.

· Most students are first generation Americans.  I have no ELL students in my class but one student was exited from the ELL program last year.  Approximately 8% of my students are at least partially literate in a second language.

· There is one student with an IEP. He currently receives support in the resource room for 30 minutes daily for writing and he also qualifies for speech therapy.  Recently I put him back up for intervention to be re-evaluated for behavior and math. 
· This student impacts the classroom environment a great deal due to the constant prompting and assistance he requires.  He has difficulty listening for directions the first time through and almost always requires repeated directions. 

· He is seated towards the front of the room and is sitting in a group with very helpful and cooperative students. 

· He can read books at grade level or just below: he recently read a DRA book just below grade level (28) and was able to read every word at an acceptable rate.  He wasn’t able to re-tell the story at all.  He left out major characters, parts of the story and he forgot the ending. 

· In math he is able to complete simple addition facts, but struggles with problem solving and number sense.  I have had a parent helper sit with him at least twice a week to give him some extra help in addition to the extra assistance I provide on a daily basis. 

· One student qualifies for speech 60 minutes weekly.
· Two students qualify for “Operation School Bell” which is an opportunity to get new clothes, jackets and shoes for students in need economically. 

· One student is diagnosed with ADD and is not taking medication. 
She has been placed in the front of the room and clear expectations have been set with mom and dad.  Her parents are very supportive and willing to help.  Her parents take the school environment very seriously.  I talk with parents weekly to update them and answer any questions they may have. 
· Due to the special need students in my classroom, structured routines have been set up from the first day of school.  The class schedule and dismissal routines are kept very consistent which is very necessary for the all students. The schedule is on the board in the front of the room, so that students can see what is expected of them. 

· My classroom rules are based on the “Give me five” principle:  voices off, eyes focused on speaker, ears listening, hands and feet still and free from distractions.  

· I also use table points and a classroom marble jar as a classroom management technique.  
The students are seated in groups of 4-5 students and there are five different table groups.  Table groups receive points for working cooperatively, following class rules, helping each other, class participation, and organization.   On Friday, the group with the most points gets to pick from the “Friday Box.”  Each student gets to pick something and in the Friday box there are bookmarks, candy, pencils, etc. 
The marble jar is a class wide system and the students receive marbles for working cooperatively, following class rules, helping each other, class participation, working independently, and organization. When the marble jar is filled we have a celebration of their choosing. 
· Our school also has a school wide program based on the acronym PRIDE:  P for politeness; R for respect; I for independent manager; D for do your best and E for everyone working cooperatively.  

· Student desks are arranged in cooperative groups with job charts and class rules posted.  Class rules were picked together on the first day of school
. 
· Desks are arranged in fashion which allows all students to see the board, and projection screen.  Towards the front of the room there is a desk which houses a computer, infocus and overhead projector.

· I’ve intentionally left space at the front of the room on the floor for class meetings/discussions near a white board, the projection screen and the chalk board.

· There are two other work table areas where students meet to work in small groups with partners or parent volunteers.  One table is in the back corner of the room and one work table is at the side of the room.

· Computers are regularly used as tool for learning; eight computers are spaced around the room in groups of 2 or 3.

· Using math manipulatives as tools is a high priority to me therefore an entire section of the classroom has math manipulatives are organized on shelves.  These manipulatives are organized so that they are readily accessible to students.  
· I have a growing library of children’s books which are located in clearly labeled bins and book shelves for easy access by students.  

School and District Relevant characteristics:

· Silver Firs Elementary School is located in the south east corner of the Everett School District.  

· It currently serves 544 students from pre-school through fifth grade.

· Ethnicity of students:  4% are American Indian; 9% are Asian; 2.8% are black; 5.7% are Hispanic; 76.2% are White.  

· Only 13% are on free or reduced which has grown 3% in the last 3 years.

· 19% of students are in special education and 5.5% are transitional bilingual.

· It has 24 classroom teachers and a student to teacher ratio of 1 to 20 according to the report card from OSPI.  This statistic is not completely accurate, as some grade levels have higher numbers than that. 
· The certificated staff has an average of 13.3 years of experience and 33% have at least their Master’s Degree.
· Our school is working towards becoming Professional Learning Community.  Currently the site council is working towards moving our decision making and professional culture towards a collaborative community where learning is based upon the essentials.  We are also working on a systematic approach to interventions.  School wide professional development classes are also offered: math checklist, thinking maps, getting students to understand telling time and using a science process wheel.  This encourages school wide teaching strategies and cross grade level interaction. 
· My principal influences my thinking and performance in a positive way because she is working to create a school atmosphere of interdependence, commitment and shared practices.
· Silver Firs has very strong WASL scores and usually rates 2nd or 3rd among all elementary schools within the Everett School District in reading, writing and math.

· 93.8% of third graders, 91.5% of fourth graders and 90.7% of fifth graders met standard in reading; 93.8% of third graders, 76.1% of fourth graders and 89.5% of fifth graders met standard in math; 77.5% of fourth graders met standard in writing and 55.8% of fifth graders met standard in science.
· I attribute these high scores to an emphasis among staff to collaborate between and among grade levels.  There is great effort put forth by teachers to have consistent expectations from grade level to grade level.  School wide initiatives such as using the same writing thinking maps, the same math checklist of expectations for problem solving and the same reading summary strategies is proof of this.

· The school was built in 1988.  It consists of three buildings of classrooms surrounding a courtyard; a fourth building with a gym, cafeteria, and music room; a fifth building with offices, library and computer lab.
· The school is used year-round before and after school by community groups such as YMCA Daycare, Foreign Language Classes, Camp Fire, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Mill Creek Parks and Recreation, Mill Creek Little League and the school PTA.  Therefore, the school is more than a place where students come for learning but also a place where they take part in fun, recreational activities.
· The school has had the founding custodian on staff until just 4 years ago therefore the building has been well tended.  It is in excellent condition with bright clean halls, large classrooms with many windows and maintained flower beds.  These clean, cared for conditions bring about a sense of pride within the students and parents.  An example of this was on the one year anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on the United States the fifth grade students planted thousands of red tulips in patches throughout the courtyard.  It is a pleasant atmosphere where students come to learn
.
Community Relevant characteristics:

· Silver Firs Elementary is located in a middle class suburb community and the school is located in the Silver Firs Subdivision. The subdivision is located in the lower Snohomish County in the state of Washington. It is located approximately 25 miles north of Seattle and just east of the City of Mill Creek.  The development began in 1978.
· The subdivision is divided into 12 communities.  Two of the smaller communities, Glen View and 21 Oaks, have 20 to 30 year old houses.  This has affected Silver Firs Elementary because many of these houses are now rental property therefore the populations of students who come from these homes are more transient than the students who come from the other communities
. 
· The subdivision consists of over 1500 homes and 86 acres of common area. 
· There are many amenities:  sport courts, tot lots, a tennis court and a youth soccer field. Therefore, the students spend much of their free time within the community subdivision or at the school.
· The school has been apart of the community since 10 years after it began therefore the school and staff are widely known throughout the neighborhood.  This is evident by the fact that it has a strong PTA, high parent involvement rate and levy/bond passing history.
�Your classroom context is very detailed and clearly tied to impact on learning but how are the school and community contexts impacting student learning? Tie the details to the impact and your context should be complete.


�Not an edit, but a point of interest, how does the school program play out in your classroom?


�There is almost too much information here. Can you narrow and discuss some of the key factors related to the school that impact the teaching and learning interaction within your classroom?


�How does that show up in the learning and how has the school either adapted or not adapted to the change in population?





